Lesson 7

Problems in the Church Today

INTRODUCTION

We sometimes think t

hat the early church was perfect,
and that the church today ha

however, also had its proble

S gone wrong. The early church,

ms, many of them similar to ours
today.
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Ask the students to think about some

of the problems that
face their local church. Make ‘a list

of them on the board.

There is one book in the Bible that
with the problems of one of the early churches, the

church at Corinth. Paul had heard about some of their
problems from other people. They had also written him

a letter asking his advice about some the problems they
had.

deals specifically

Read the following passa

ges and for each, list what problem
Paul is dealing with:-

I Corinthians 1: 10-13 - divisions into different groups.

I Corin. 7: 1,25 - marriage.

I Corin. 8:1 - food offered to idols.

I Corin. 12:1 - gifts of the Holy Spirit.

I Corin. 16:1 - money.

' i i ' tep 1.
ompare this list with the one you made in Step .
ﬁani of the problems in the church today are similar to
those in Corinth. We will study this letter to help us with
some of our problems.

Background to the letter

Acts 18: l—ll.tells about Paul’s first visit to Corinth.
How long did he stay there?

Who did he meet there?

Was he successful in his mission there?
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(baptism, second coming,
tongues, etc.)
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