CENTRAL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
LITERATURE

Week 10. Term 1

Poetry Essay structure

Question: Discuss how a poet’s background is reflected in two poems you have studied.

	Structure
	Explanation
	Example

	Introduction
	· State the title and writer of texts [poems].

· Restate the question as statement and mention the key terms. 

· Briefly answer the question[s]

· One paragraph [3-4 sentences] for introduction]
	The background of a poet is often reflected in the poems he or she writes through the subject they address. In the poem kidnapped, Ruperake Petaia reflected on the intruding Western education into Pacific societies especially in Samoa. Kath Walker too, reflected on comparing living in the past to present where Westerns ideas have intrude into their aboriginal societies. 

	Body
	· Discuss the ideas in detail. 

· One idea per paragraph.

·  Provide evidence from the studied poems. Keep the quote short and use “ “ show use of quote.
	In the Poem Kidnapped, Ruperake Petaia reflects on the Western influence on Samoa’s societies.  He felt that the Western education has trapped him to learn foreign ways, as he mentioned “…kidnapped by a band of western philosophers”. In addition, Petaia spoke about that how education forced him to learn foreign ideas and he did not have chance to learn his culture…..

Furthermore, Kath Walker address the good life of her aboriginal past and how she hopes the foreigner recognize their culture.



	Conclusion
	· Briefly summarize the discussions in one paragraph. 
	Finally, Ruperake Petaia and Kath Walker have carefully discuss their experiences of how their societies were influenced by the western ideas….


A Reflection of the Poem [by anonymous writers]
The poem 'Then and Now' compares the different generations of the old and the new. The old refers to the period of time where Aborigines could roam their country without any troubles, their lifestyles were able to be expressed as there was no control in authority in that period of time. The new generation is where everything has changed; constricting their lifestyles and their growth in beliefs as Aborigines because their dreams and values have been shattered by the settlement of the Europeans. This poem has brought to my attention the distraught and loss as an Aborigine in that period of time. I now understand why they have called it the 'stolen generation', because their homes, families, beliefs, self representation and hope was all taken away from them, they lost everything that was ever important to them as it was just ripped out of their hands and never given back. 'But dreams are shattered by rushing car' this quote is used to represent the corruption of their lives by the white people. The term 'rushing car' is used to represent the industrial revolution, with the growth of machinery and society. People are living with memories and hopes that will never come back because they are expected to live like the other people in their country, the 'white'. As I come to conclusion with myself, I realize that what is happening to these people is not right because to be treated that way just because of their skin colour and beliefs, is almost inhumane, as there should be equality in our world, and there isn't. They are just like us, and I think it is wrong for a person to be put through something that has most probably scarred them for eternity, for no applicable reason. 

The message Kath Walker has put across in this poem is that the white people have come into their world for the better, but in reality, only made things worse. Walker has used descriptive language to employ the quote 'Now I am civilized and work in the white way...Better when I had nothing but happiness' this quote is very powerful and it directly states, that even though she is given all these materialistic items such as: shelter and clothing and an education, it doesn't matter because it doesn't bring her the joy and happiness that she used to have when she was in her tribe, with nothing but nature and her family. I personally think that this poem has another message, and that is that you don't always have to have the best of things to make you happy. For the link to another student, I have read Matthew's and completely agreed to the fact that the Europeans have taken over and there is a conflict between the old and new generations. 

The poem is about the loss of the aboriginal culture from the point of view of an indigenous woman, and the speaker laments her forced integration into the European way of life through the juxtaposition of her happy childhood in a natural world with the dreary, impersonal, industrialized environment of a ....
This is the context in which her poem “Then and Now” should be read and understood.  The poem is written from the point of view of an Aboriginal woman, who is lamenting the forceful destruction of her native lands to make room for the settlers’ industrialization.  Dreams of the speaker’s tribe, carefree and happy, are “shattered by rushing car,/by grinding tram and hissing train.”  The imagery in the poem juxtaposes a time when, the speaker says, “I had nothing but happiness,” with the negative transformation of her natural world into the ugly, paved world of smoke-belching factories brought by the Europeans when they claimed the land as their own.

In the second verse the speaker recalls landmarks and memories, places where children played or where crops were grown, and contrasts these locations with what they have become: parking lots and office buildings, totally impersonal structures with no emotional or historical value.  The speaker mourns the loss of the aboriginal culture:  “No more woomera, no more boomerang/No more play about, no more the old ways.”  The poem is sad and wistful, longing for life before it was complicated by the coming of the Europeans, and the speaker laments her own forced integration among them, mocking the way she is regarded by those around her:  “Isn’t she lucky to have a good job!”  What is luck, when her own history has been splintered and burned down to nothing but memory?  What is luck, when she is forced to live our life in a foreign world in which she will forever be a stranger?

So in short, the poem is about the loss of the aboriginal culture from the point of view of an indigenous woman, and the speaker laments her forced integration into the European way of life through the juxtaposition of her happy childhood in a natural world with the dreary, impersonal, industrialized environment of a modern city.

