Chapter 8:             URBANIZATION IN VANUATU
The growth of Port Vila
a) Population Distribution

-Efate has land area of 923 Km².

- areas of densest population are those where there a lot of people and are mostly western part of Efate including including Erakor and North Efate offshore. 
-offshore islands are most preferable areas to settle.

-eastern Efate has never had a dense population.

-Forari used to be a large population but decline after the closure of manganese mine in 1981.

b) Early settlement on Efate (Pre-European contact)
· Man was living on Efate at least 1000 years ago and by 12th century, several settlements in the west and north of Efate.

· Groups of Polynesians (Samoans and Tongans) came and live with the Melanesians, e.g. Language of Ifira and Mele people are different from that spoken in other parts of Efate but similar to Samoan.

· The only contact between the settlements was when they raided and fought each other. Cannabilism was common.

c) European settle on Efate

- 1800’s, in early first sandalwooders, missionaries and traders landed on Efate.

- ni Vanuatu villages are scattered all around the island alone the coast.

-1840’s  the Samoan missionaries landed at Pango, Erakor and Havannah Harbour and prepare the way for mission stations set up by Presbyterian church.
-European traders set up at Havannah Harbour which became the commercial centre for New Hebrides from 1860 to 1880.

- plantations were set up there for cotton, maize and coffee then coconut.

- it is an important centre for ships recruiting labour  for the sugar cane plantations in Queensland.

-Drought, hurricanes, disease and shortage of labours causes the planters and traders to leave by 1879.

d) Establishment of Vila

· By 1880’s, planters and traders began settle in south-west Efate in the area now Port Vila.
· The company C.C.N.H. (“ Compagnie Caledonienne des Nouvelles-Hebrides”) based in Noumea, acquire land from the Ifira and Erakor and set up plantation and trading post.
Reasons for establishment of Port Vila were;
i. It had a large natural harbour with deep water close to the land and good shelter from prevailing S.E  trades

ii. There was plenty of water available

iii. Large fertile lowland, the Mele Plain, was close by and was suitable for the development of plantations.

iv. It was easier to buy or acquire land here than it was in north Efate where the villagers were more hostile.

· Port Vila grew up as French commercial and agricultural centre.
· Two huge plantations called “Franceville” and “Framnais”, developed in the Vila-Mele area.

· French settlers or “colons”, arrived from Noumea, such as Higginson, Klehm, Rodin and Frouin.

· C.C.N.H., helped the colons to bring more worker from New Hebridean Islands, other Pacific islands and Vietnamese ( formerly knowns as “ Tonkinese”)
· 1898, Port Vila showed up with buildings along a  rough track known as the “ Rud de Commerce” ( now called “ Lini High way”).
· Two large stores were C.C.N.H. and A.N.H. and company (“Australasia New Hebrides and Company”, later known as “Burns Philp”).

· Surrounding hinterland produced bananas, coffee, copra, cocoa, vanilla and maize where they were shipped out each month by two steamers one to Noumea and the other to Sydney.
Review Questions
1) Suggest why not many people live on the eastern part of Efate?

2) Why is that many people prefer to live on off shore islands? Suggest any two reasons.

3) Suggest reasons to why for many centuries during Pre- European time, there is not much contact between settlements?
4) Why did Havanah harbor commercial centre close down during late 1880’s?
5) State the reasons for chosing Port Vila as the suitable area for a commercial centre?

6) Name the two large stores develop during 1898.

e) Growth from 1898 to 1939 

· In 1906, Port Vila became the seat of “government” for the New Hebrides by the Anglo-French Condominium.

· By 1920’s the settlement consisted of stores, private house, the Hotel Reid (now the “Rossi Restaurant)

· Two government headquarters (known as the British and French Residencies), warehouses, and two coffee processing factories.
f) Port Vila during and after World War II

· Port Vila growth only began during World War II. In 1942, large American troops arrived in Efate, made Havannah Harbour their base, but built roads, warehouses, workshops and camps in Port Vila.

· Military hospital was built on the present site of Malapoa College and camps were at Nambatu and Nambatri.

· 1959 most buildings were built with wood and iron but destroyed by hurricane and concrete blocks replaced those.

· Ten years later building boom began and most multi-story buildings were built. The growth of Port Vila’s growth as a tax haven where foreign business firms can operate without paying a tax.

· In 1972, deep-water wharf was built which enable ocean- vessels to load and unload their cargoes directly from or to the land. This enables great increase of overseas trade.
· In 1987 the Ballande Store was the last wartime building pulled down.
g) Port Vila today

· As the capital of the independent republic of Vanuatu, the seat of the government and the largest town commercial centre  in Vanuatu.

· The main port of entry to the country by both sea and air.

· In 1976, Port Vila Municipal started its operation which is responsible for many developments in town such as new roads and footpaths, street lighting, town wardens, traffic signs and general cleanliness.
· Such services are provided in Port Vila like;
· Commercial banks

· Accounting firms

· Legal firms

· Super markets

· Small stores

· Specialist shops

· Entertainments: visitor accommodations, night clubs and cinemas

· Hospital and clinics

· Educational institutions: schools, college and tertiary

·  Etc.

·  As the tourist center in Vanuatu and tourist generate Vanuatu’s largest source of income.

· International organizations such as World Vision, Save the Children, UNICEF, etc, also have their office in Port Vila.

· The manufacturing industries are small in number and most are concerned with making food and drinks, e.g Vanuatu Breverage, Au Pho Bakery, etc.
· Municipal council is responsible for town planning and other development of the urban zones. 

Review Questions

1) When was the growth of Port Vila was began?
2) Why was Port Vila experienced building boom after the hurricane in 1959?

3) What is tax haven?

4) State any two natural advantages of the site of Port Vila.

5) Why Port Vila has more advantages for overseas trading to occur?

6) Name one example for each of the services listed above that is provided in Port Vila. 

7) Which body is responsible for the development of Port Vila town?
8) Name the manufacturing industries in Port Vila.

9) What is town planning?

10) What is hinterland?
