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ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE

Active voice: 
In active sentences, the subject is active or the subject performs the actions.

For example
The cow (Subject) is eating (Verb) grass (Object).—Active Voice
Passive voice:
 In passive sentences, the subject is no longer active or the subject is acted upon by the verb. 

For example
Grass (Subject) is being eaten (Verb) by the cow (Object).—Passive Voice
Exercise One
Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences in active voice. The subject should be performing the action. If there is no doer, add one.

1. The dishes were washed by Jane. 

2. After the game we bought hamburgers for everyone. 

3. During the intermission, our band played several numbers. 

4. Alice broke her pen. 

5. My computer was read by Miss Jones.

6. Jean broke her arm during a volleyball game.

7. Ruth washed and ironed her blouse.

8. The money was found under the floor.

9. Eleanor loves the Rolling Stones.

10. The officer did nothing about the accident.

Exercise Two
Instructions: The verbs in the following sentences are in the passive voice. Rewrite each sentence in the active voice. If the sentence doesn’t have a doer, supply one. 
Example: The letter was sent earlier. Jeannie sent the letter earlier. 
1. The trees were stripped last month.
2. The computers were shipped early in September.
3. The letter was written by my brother.
4. The old car was driven by my brother.
5. The school bell was repaired in September.
6. This man has been stabbed.
7. My shoes were taken to the shoemaker.
8. The trees were uprooted by the storm.
9. The bookcase was stained a dark walnut.
10. The flowers were planted in March.
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